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Pick Boxers for |
Final Bouts of the
A.E. F

. in Paris/

PARIZ, April 20, —The boxing cham-
pionships have now reached the sur-
vival of the fittest stage, and before
tieneral FPershing, Marshal Foeh and
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ESPITE the dark forebodings of the magnates a short time back,

the baseball season of 1919 seems due Tor an auspicious opening.

In the words of the young man with a six and a quarter straw

hat, “It looks like a good baseball year.” But the magnates are

never completely happy. They are kicking themselves furtively but Vigor-

ously because in a moment of pessimism they shartened the schedules in

both of the big leagues, thereby losing for themselves many good playing
days and a considerable amount in gate receipts.

The law permitting Sunday baseball at the Polo Grounds and at
Ebbets Field in Brooklyn means a great deal to the three Now York
clubs. Before the passage of this law it was doubtful as to the exist-
ence of Brooklyn as a big league club worthy of consideration, This
club was sailing pretty close to the wind, with salary lists trimmed as
closely as the traffie would bear. The Yankees were losing  money,
but their owners could stand it and were willing to stand a further
toss in their efforts to win an American League pennant, The Giants
have made money steadily. The Sunday baseball law means that the
Sunday games each, and there
18 no doubt that they will pack the parks when they do play. There
will be no financial losses as far as the three New York clubs are con-
cerned this season.

While Sunday haseball is not vet actually permitted in New York,
it requires only action by the Board of Aldermen. This scems cortain
this week, and it seems assuved that the Yankees wil play the first
sSunday game at the Polo Grounds with the Athleties next Sunday.,
Alderman Moran, president of the board, was one of those who went
to Albany and fought for the hill making Sunday sports eptional. T
declared that he was speaking for his associates and for his constitnents,

Laws permitting Sunday baseball were passed in many states while
the Albany legislators were considering the law for New York. Sunday
baseball will give new life to the minors and consequently benefit hase-
ball greatly. Many of the minor leapue elubs have become bankrupt,
and there is the resultant searcity of material for {ha big leagues. Few
new players of great promise appeared at the big league training camps
this year. Sunday is the big basebail day with the minors, and they
need the receipts from the Sunday games to exist.

War Brought About Liberality

HE passage of the bill to make Sunday baseball optional is—as

one of its opponents declared—due to the spirit of liberality which '

has risen since the war. Reformers declare that this lilerality
of thought is a menace to the morals and welfare of the present gon-
eration. Thig is a matter of perzonal opinion. One professional veform
lobbyist deelared that Sunday haseball would result in the Prussianiza-

tion of New York and the Belgianization of New Jersey, with the poszible |

Turkeyfying of Conneecticut, or =omething like that. Tt was an easy
shide from the bleachers on a Sunday afternoon vight straight to perdition.
The fight for Sunday baschall has been waged at every session of

the Legislature for years back. This time the personnel of the delegation

and the logic it used bewildered the opponents of Sanday sports
impressed the Legislature so favorably that the bill was passed
signed before its opponents could recover from their amazement.

amld
and
1t

was the soldier influence, supported by some keen-witted women poli- |

ticiang, that brought about the victory.

Judge F, X. McQuaide, who has been a constant advecate of Sunday
haseball, backed by Colonel T. L. IHuston, Colonel Jacob Ruppert and
Charles Ebbets, of Brooklyn, produced a delegation so representative

and so strong that the Legislature was convineod that New York ('it_\"

at least wanted Sunday baseball. There never has been any doubt thut
the majority of the permanent residents of New York City favored Sun
day baseball games, but the legislatures have heen hard to eonvince.

Let Fight Bills Die

WHILL] the Albany Solons caught the spivit of liherality as far us
Sunday baschall was concerned, the Assembly balked at the restora-
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for it. Representatives of the fight game were not so plentiful in the

Bub Maytin, New | UInited States army and navy that they could claim much support on |

this score, In spite of this, boxing was popular in the army and the
navy, and the men who have seen service would enjoy bhouts between
professionals.  But the Assembly had a deep attack of remorse after
passing the Sunday baseball law and decided that it would not he
too liberal.

This means that the inhabitants of New York City who desire to

i!m present at the rvingside when Jess Willard and Jack Dempsey fight |

in
270

for §1 00 and, perhaps, the heavyweight title, will have to patronize
the government controlled railvoads to the extent of a pretty healthy
sum.
e held in New York City.
—even at ten rounds—would have drawn something like half a million
here with ease. It will draw that, he helieves, wherever it is held, but
it will he harder to lure the tourist to Pocatelle, Cumberland or wherever
the fight will be held now.

A Belt for Jess Willard

o

I Willard out in a belt when he fights Dempsey.” remarked Jimmie
Johnston, the retired and retiving fight promoter. “You mean Gutzon
Borglum,” corrected the sporting editor.

“Yeg, that's the puy. 1e's one of the new Board of Boxing Control
that is going to make the fight game safe for the Demoecrats or some-
thing and get it through the league of nations, Fuzulum
idea is that Willard, being the heavyweight champion, should defend
that belt every six months or give it to the next likeliest looking guy.
I don't like to discourage a right puy like this Whuzulum Boozalum,

because the fight game needs a lot of new boosters, but it stands to|
reason that in this here commercial age a fichter isn't going to defend |

any belt unless there's a certificd check sewed into it,  Anyhow, the
idea isn't new. Richard K. Fox sprung the belt game long ago before
Snuzulutn Whuzulum was ever in the papers, John L. Sullivan used
to call the heavyweight belt the old dog collar.

O OU"EIL it'r worth trying again.  'mo owith Spuzulum Tuzulum for
the belt. An artist like him ought to be able to design something ap-
proprinte for the plate. I think an engraving of the heavyweight cham-
pion knitting socks for the soldiers would lonk pretty nifty—but leave it
to Fuzulum.”

That Naughty Baseball Trust

I\H MIGHT have been expected, the courts have decided that organ-
‘ ized baseball is o trust. What then? One of the “ezars' of the
game 15 rather lugubrious over the decision; ealls it Russianism, and
drags in Lenine and Trolzky, who, perhaps, never have seen o ball
prame,  Attorneys prediet that no suit for dissolution of the basehall
“Lruet" will follow. The only injury done to O, Ih ix the decigion that
they must pay a fow hundred thousands to the defunet Federal Leagpue
unlegs, of course, the decigion should he reversed by a higher court.

To my mind, basebull, while it may be n trust, was a nice little

trunt while it behaved itgell and way not to he clagsed with the other
Yerinding monopolies.,”  What made basehall look like the other truﬁtln
wan the loose conversation of some of the magnates duripg the opposi-
tion of the Federnl League. The talk of war funds, blncklists and
driving people out of business put organized haseball in n bad light and
made it Jook like an ice trust, a fish trust, a peanut trust or any other
nuughty trast that was elassed us a combination in restraint of trade.
Fven if it were divsolved by court order, organized haschall would
continue to opernte an it hou been operated, Only instead of written
agreementy, 0, B. would have to work with “gentlemen’s agreements,”
the same aw other little truwts,  While gentlemen's agrecments ave all
right in their way, both financiers and magnates would sooner have the

| good old written agresments.

Had the boxing bill passed there is no doubt that the fight would
Promoter Rickard had figured that the hout |

SN that Huzlum Guzlum, the great artist, is going to deek Jess |
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H J. BENDERGAST, whao will compete in the Trapshooters’
« Victory Week at Travers Island, April 28 to May 3.
Pendergast has held the New York State championship for the
last four years and was winner of the South Shore Introductory

and runner-up in the Grand American Handicap last August in
Chicago.
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Benton Pitches Superbly for Giants and Divides
Box Work With Jones and Steele—Thorpe
Subs for Burns and Gets Two lits

By W. J. Machketh
WASHINGTON, April 20.—The Giants concluded the exhibition part
| of their spring training tour here to-day with a 5:t0-3 vietory over Clarke
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